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eather-obsessed visi-
tors may call it Rain
City. But for a week

each spring Vancouver could
go by another nickname -
Wine Town.

The annual Vancouver Play-
house International Wine Fes-
tival is in full swing, taking
over restaurants and the Van-
couver Convention Centre. It
kicked off this past Monday
and will climax on the week-
end with a series of fancy din-
ners and two public tastings.

Widely regarded as the best
consumer wine show in North
America, Playhouse has be-
come a key promotional stop
for wine producers from
around the world. While more
“important” shows such as Vi-
nexpo in Bordeaux and Vinita-
ly in Verona are aimed at
commercial buyers, the Van-
couver fest is a litmus test for
global consumer acceptance.
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The perfect mint julep A

Get ready for the Kentucky Derby: Beppi Crosariol
shows you how to make the event's classic cocktail
globeandmail.com/life

From left, New Zealand's Craggy
Range Gimblett Gravels Vineyard
Chardonnay 2007, $34.55,
Kapuka Sauvignon Blanc 2009,
$14.95. Argentina’s Tilia Cabernet
Sauvignon 2008, $12.95, and
Familia Schroeder Saurus
Patagonia Select Malbec 2006,
$15.95. KEVIN VAN PAASSEN/THE GLOBE
AND MAIL






