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PLAYHOUSE WINE FESTIVAL WILL BRING WORLD'’S TOP WINE PRODUCERS & PERSONALITIES
Meet the industry’s international young guns and master vintners

Vancouver, BC, March 25, 2010 — The 2010 Vancouver Playhouse International Wine Festival will
open its doors to some of the most progressive winemakers and winery principals in the world.
These trailblazers will be at various Festival tastings and events, offering both wine neophytes and
serious oenophiles alike the unique opportunity to meet and chat with them one-on-one.

LEADING LADIES

Joining from theme region Argentina and representing Bodega Catena Zapata is Laura Catena,
Winery President and daughter of iconic proprietor and Decanter’'s Man of the Year 2009,
Nicolas Catena. As the leader of the research and development initiatives for the winery, Laura
focuses on Malbec-specific site selection and blending from different alfitudes - a practice that
is unique to Argentina. In addition to her frendsetting in Mendoza, Laura lives part-time in San
Francisco, where she works both as an emergency room doctor as well as an educator in
emergency medicine. At the Festival, Laura will lead an intimate tasting of two choice verticals
including all three Super Malbecs at the Bodega Catena Zapata: Now and For All Time event
held at the Terminal City Club, Ceperley-Walker Room, 837 West Hastings Street, on Thursday,
April 22nd from 5:15 - 6:45 pm.

Recently crowned German Wine Queen Sonja Christ is a 25-year-old MBA graduate and
winemaker's daughter from the Mosel region. Sonja will be joining the Festival this year as an
ambassador for German winegrowers. The Wine Queen is selected via a national competition
that pits wine savvy women against each other for a title that bears the unique responsibility of
educating the public domain on all things German wine. One of her 250 international
appearances this year will include a celebration of Germans wines alongside bites by Chef Rob
Belcham and beats from DJ Leanne at this year's German Zest Fest being held at Campagnolo
Restaurant, 1020 Main Street, Tuesday, April 20t from 92:00 - 11:00 pm.

MASTER MAKERS

From pioneering single-vineyard wines in California, to crafting unfiltered, unfined wines with
native yeasts, Paul Hobbs has established a reputation that reaches far beyond the sunny
regions of Napa and Sonoma. His love of old-world techniques and forging info unknown
territory has seen him playing an integral role in determining the direction of the winemaking
revolution in the Festival's co-theme region, Argentina. Lecturing on worldwide regional
variations in both viticulture and vinification, Global Winemaking with Paul Hobbs takes place at
VCC West, meeting room 110, 1055 Canada Place on Thursday, April 22nd from 5:00 — 6:45 pm.
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Venerated sommelier and Gerant of Rubicon Estate, Larry Stone will be in Vancouver to lead a
boardroom tasting of hand selected vintages from the legendary winery. Mr. Stone is the only
American to have earned the title of French Master Sommelier from the Union de la Sommelerie
in France, is a two-time recipient of the James Beard Award for Outstanding Wine Service, and
sits on the Board of Directors of the Court of Master Sommeliers. His fascination with the grape
has led to becoming actively involved in winemaking, and Stone creates Napa Valley
Cabernet, Cabernet Franc and Merlot for Rubicon under his own Sirita label, named for his
daughter. The Rubicon Estate: Rutherford Dust & Larry Stone event will take place at the Terminal
City Club's Ceperley-Walker Room at 837 West Hastings Street on April 21st from 4:00 — 5:30pm
but is SOLD OUT, however Larry Stone is also scheduled to attend Laura Catena’s Boardroom
Tasting.

MOVERS AND SHAKERS

Known for his outstanding Syrahs and Cabernets, South African winemaker Marc Kent joins the
Festival representing his winery Boekenhoutskloof. A former server who tasted his way through
several vintages of all the first-growths including wines from DRC, Petrus, and the Mosel - by the
age of 22 - Marc went on to produce wine for Boekenhoutskloof (the only SA winery to be rated
“Outstanding” by Robert Parker) and the first and only winery at which he has ever worked,
producing 500 cases in his first vintage in 1996. Marc is considered by his peers to be a rising star
in the arena of young, energetic winemakers producing quality small lots out of South Africa.
Mark will be speaking at the South Africa Treasure, North Shore Gem winemakers dinner at
Moustache Cafe, 129 West 2nd Street, North Vancouver on April 20th from 6:30 — 9:30pm.

An outstanding group of international wine stars will gather for the Festival's first Meet your
Match: Speed Dating Meets Wine Tasting event. Guests will have a very unique opportunity to
personally ask questions of each attending principal, including New Zealand’s Matua Valley
winery founder, Bill Spence, the man responsible for the first plantings of sauvignon blanc and
subsequently spearheading a country-wide movement. Also attending will be Kendall-Jackson
Winemaster and Chief Operating Officer, Randy Ullom who is charged with the direction of
vineyards in California and Argentina, and is one of the few winemakers in the world to work two
harvests a year in two different hemispheres. Guests will also have a chance to chat with
Okanagan wine aficionado and internationally recognized winemaker Anthony Von Mandl; the
young and dynamic Chianti Classico estate man, Sergio Zingarelli; Trapiche trailblazer Daniel Pi;
and Beaucastel's Thomas Perrin to name a few. Each of these prolific personalities will be clad
with wine and ready to answer questions about their lives, their love of wine, and more at VCC
West, 1055 Canada Place on Saturday, April 24th from 5:00-6:45 pm.

About the Playhouse Wine Festival

The Vancouver Playhouse International Wine Festival, Canada’s premier wine show, runs from
April 19 to 25, 2010. The Playhouse Wine Festival is one of the biggest and oldest wine festival
events in the world. The featured theme regions for 2010 will be Argentina and New Zealand with
the global focus of rosé. The festival features a week of special events including a gala auction,
wine seminars, wine minglers, winery dinners, lunches and brunches at fine restaurants and
hotels. The Playhouse Wine Festival is produced by the Vancouver Playhouse International Wine
Society, which has three mandates: provide an informative, educational and entertaining wine
experience for consumers and trade; be a premier marketing opportunity for the wine industry
and festival partners; and raise funds for the Playhouse Theatre Company. Since its inception in
1979, the festival has raised over $6.8 million to enable Western Canada’s leading theatre
company to mount 209 productions and develop extensive community outreach and
educational programs.
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The Shore Club generously presents the Vancouver Playhouse International Wine Festival.
Hi#

Media Contact:

For information about attending winery principals, to arrange an interview, or request
publication ready images, please contact:

Shannon Heth
T: 604-897-1808
E: shannon@hethpr.com

or

Kate MacDougall
T: 604-862-5191
E: kate@hethpr.com
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